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The Story of Master Yinguang 3 -Strong faith, Determined to

Become a Monk

In 1880 A.D., when Master Yinguang was 20 years old, he and his elder brother were studying
in Xi'an, more than four hundred miles from their hometown. When he and his elder brother
went to take the examination for the Candidate of the Xiu Cai, he wanted to travel to the
Yanta Temple in Xi'an to become a monk. His elder brother found him and repeatedly advised
him not to become a monk.

Instead, Master Yinguang said, "What can be done with a scholar or a Xiucai? There is no
good end to being an officiall At the end of the day, when the great misfortune comes, it is
all too late to repent!" But his elder brother pulled him back.

The next year, his elder brother returned home from Xi'an, and Master Yinguang went to
Lotus Cave Monastery in Zhanshan Mountain, Shaanxi Province, to become a monk and to
honor Elder Dao Chun as his teacher. However, within three months of becoming a monk, his
elder brother found his way to the temple, saying that his mother was critically ill and asked
him to return quickly to see her. So, Master Yinguang followed his elder brother home to visit
his mother.

On the way home, his elder brother took out his family's common clothes and said sternly, "If
you don't wear these clothes when you go home, I'll have to kill you!" He had no choice but
to change into his ordinary clothes and return home. The mother, however, was safe and
sound, with no illness whatsoever.

After that, the whole family is strictly guarded, lest the master quietly escape and then go to
the monk. Later, Master Indrakasha and his elder brother attended a wedding banquet at a
relative's house, at which Master Indrakasha deliberately ate a lot of meat. His elder brother
was very happy, thinking that Master Yin Guang no longer had any thoughts of becoming a
monk, and his precautions were gradually loosened.

One day, his elder brother went out, and Master Indrakwang divined the sign of Guanyin,
which said, "Gao Ming occupies the position of Luk, and the caged bird gets escape.” So, the
master took the monk's clothes, with some traveling expenses, all the way back to the Lotus
Cave Temple. Fearing that his elder brother would come after him, he stayed at the temple
for just one night and then traveled to the Lotus Temple in Zhuxi, Hubei Province to attend
the school.



